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In this brochure we help you interpret a novelty report based on an example.

When you file a patent application with the Netherlands Patent Office (OCNL) or the European 
Patent Office (EPO), they assess your application on the basis of novelty, inventive step and 
susceptibility of industrial application. 

They report their findings in a novelty report. This reports gives you an indication of the strenght 
of your patent application. This will enable you to decide whether to continue with your patent 
application as it is, change it or withdraw it. 

A novelty report is made up of the following parts. On top of that you will receive accompanying 
advice from EP&C.
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UNDERSTANDING PATENTABILITY

Your patent application has been filed. This is followed by a so-called novelty 
search. This search is carried out by an examiner of the Netherlands Patent Office 
(OCNL) or the European Patent Office (EPO).

It starts with a search for publications that are similar to your invention; the 
so-called prior art. Next, the examiner compares the publications with the claims 
contained in your application. This is done to assess the novelty and inventive step 
of your invention. 

The examiner then compiles a novelty report, in which he outlines the results of 
his search. The novelty reports therefore gives an indication of the patentability of 
your invention and forms the basis for the subsequent stage of your application.

A novelty report normally consists of four parts: 
1.	 The cover page with general information about your application. 
2. 	A table containing publications considered relevant by the examiner. 
3. 	�A list of publications that belong to the same patent families as the relevant 

publications.
4. 	The examiner’s written opinion. 

Of these four parts, the second and fourth in particular are relevant for you. 
We explain these in this brochure. 

Finally, we take a look in this brochure at the advice that you will receive  
from your patent attorney together with this novelty report. 

STRUCTURE OF YOUR NOVELTY REPORT

The examples contained in this brochures 
come from an existing novelty report on a 
patent describing a dispenser.



Written opinion

Overview of relevant publications

The most commonly used letters in the first 
column are: 

X: �According to the examiner this publication 
contains information that eliminates the 
novelty of the claims referred to in the third 
column.

Y: �The examiner feels it would be obvious for a 
person skilled in the art to combine these 
publications. As a result of this the claims, 
referred to in the third column, are not 
inventive. 

A: �This publication describes the prior art. The 
publication is considered to be interesting 
background information.

OVERVIEW OF RELEVANT 
PUBLICATIONS

On page 2 of your novelty report you will find an 
overview of the examiner’s findings. Under heading B 
you will see which sources were consulted. 

Under heading C you will find a table of publications 
which the examiner feels are relevant for your 
innovation. 

The overview is made up of 3 columns. The first 
column indicates why the publication is of interest 
with the aid of a letter. You will find a legend at the 
bottom of the table. We explain the meaning of the 
most commonly used and relevant letters below. The 
second column contains a list of the publications in 
question. The third column indicates for which claims 
of your patent application each publication is relevant.



Written opinion In the written opinion the examiner explains how he 
arrived at his findings. The written opinion starts with 
a summary showing which claims contained in your 
application do and do not meet the requirements of 
novelty and inventive step. 

The opinion is subsequently substantiated on the 
basis of quotes from the publications referred to in the 
table. A quote from a publication can be used to 
demonstrate that a comparable innovation has 
already been described here, for example. 

Finally, any formal shortcomings of your patent 
application are pointed out. It is possible, for example, 
that your application does not meet the requirement of 
clarity on certain points.

WRITTEN OPINION

ADVICE Together with the novelty report you will receive an advice from your patent 
attorney. In this he indicates whether the examiner’s findings are correct in his 
view and how any objections can be removed. 

On top of that you will receive advice on the possible next steps. You will be able  
to take a carefully considered decision on the basis of the novelty report and the 
advice. You could, for example, opt to continue the application outside the 
Netherlands.
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We explain
Patent law is complex. By offering  
E-Books, brochures, free workshops and 
our personal explanation we ensure that 
you have sufficient knowledge to make the 
right choices.
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