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Generally speaking, patent applications can be difficult to 
understand, and now that your patent application has 
been drawn up, you need to make sure that you 
understand what is says. This is why we have written this 
guide, to help you work through your draft application as 
you check it for accuracy and completeness. It is this kind 
of attention to detail that ensures optimal protection for 
your inventions.
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The four standard sections of a patent application:

As clear and complete as possible

Legally speaking, you only get one chance to define an 
invention accurately, which is why a patent application 
needs to be as clear and as complete as possible, right 
from the start. Changes and/or additions to a patent 
application once you have filed it, are unadvisable.
A patent application for your invention is a legal 

document which must comply with specific legal 
requirements. This means that, as a result, its format 
and language are not always easy to understand. This 
guide will help you to assess your application. It explains 
how the application is structured, and gives a few 
pointers for important aspects you should bear in mind.

A patent application is made up of four sections.  
These are:
1.  The closest prior art.
2.  Presentation of the invention.
3.   Patent drawings with further explanation of the 

invention.
4.  The claims: a definition of the invention.

The most important part of the application, are the 
claims. These claims come at the end of the document 
and define exactly what exclusive rights you are applying 
for. 

In other words, the contents of the claims determine the 
patent right you apply for. The features of your invention 
that are described in the claims will be protected by those 
patent rights. Anything that is not covered by the 
definitions in the claims, can be used by your competitors. 
It is therefore important to make sure that the claims 
cover every aspect of your invention. 

The examples we use here, are from an existing patent for 
a three-point seatbelt on a child seat for bikes.

Structuring a patent application



The above-mentioned examples give you an introduction how to structure a patent application. Your 
contact person at EP&C will be more than happy to go through the draft patent application with you in 
more detail. We start by looking at and discussing claim 1. Once we are both convinced that the patent 
application is as clear and complete as possible, then we can file the application. The day on which the 
application is filed, consequently determines the day on which you can present the invention that is 
described in your patent application, to the outside world. For more detailed information on the rules that 
apply, please see our White Paper entitled Putting the world at your fingertips with priority rights.

It’s our business to put your business first

4. The claims: defining the invention1. The closest prior art

2. Presentation of the invention

3. Patent drawings and description

The term prior art refers to any material that is publicly 
available up to the day on which the patent application is 
submitted. For the application, a publication will have been 
selected, which most closely resembles the invention. The 
selected publication generally tends to be a patent 
publication. This section of the application then stipulates 
the problems or disadvantages relating to this closest prior 
art. 

See number [0004] in Example 1 for an example.

The presentation of the invention explains how your 
invention provides a solution to the problems or 
disadvantages mentioned about the prior art in the 
introduction. This information reflects the definitions set out 
in the claims, which is why it starts with a description of your 
invention in accordance with claim 1. Next, it presents a 
number of embodiments as described in the subclaims. Each 
factual description of an embodiment is followed by an 
explanation of its advantages. 

The presentation of the invention starts at number [0005] in 
Example 1. The different embodiments are described from 
number [0010] onwards.

This section includes drawings of your invention, usually as a 
direct reflection of the claims. It also includes further 
description of the invention, starting with the context, for 
example a machine or a process in which your invention can 
be used. This is followed by a more detailed description of 
the invention which is, in turn, followed by a description of 
one or more variants. The variants are linked to aspects in 
the subclaims. 

This section starts at number [0018] in Example 2.

This section has a set structure. The claims 
are categorised and provide a point-by-
point description of your invention. One 
important category for a set of claims 
relates to an apparatus such as a product or 
device. A second category relates to a 
method, such as a process or a recipe. A 
third possible category, focuses on a use.

A set of claims within a category always 
starts with an independent claim which 
defines the main aspect of the invention. 
You will have determined this main aspect 
together with your patent attorney. This 
independent claim determines the broadest 
possible protection of your invention. After 
that, dependent claims define the invention 
in more detail by listing additional aspects. 

For a proper assessment of the claims you 
will need to be convinced of the fact that 
the main claim only defines the main aspect 
of your invention. Other relevant aspects, 
such as interesting embodiments that come 
under the main idea behind the invention, 
must be included in the dependent claims.

Example 2

Example 1 

Example 3

You can see how the claims can be formulated in Example 3.
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Set your sights on 
optimal protection
Our attorneys are used to dealing with areas of technology in 
which a great many patents have already been granted. These can 
leave you feeling like there is little room for manoeuvre. However, 
with help from our experienced attorneys, you’ll be able to 
navigate your way past these obstacles, and set your sights on 
optimal patent protection for your inventions.

http://www.epc.nl/en
http://www.epc.nl/en
https://twitter.com/epc_nl?lang=nl
https://www.linkedin.com/company/ep&c
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